The Heraldry Gazette No.130 December 2013 has a picture of a fine bronze
plaque at Royal Tunbridge Wells railway station showing the arms of the South
Easton Railway impaling those of the London, Chatham and Dover supported by a
splendid Sea Lion and Dragon. The arms may well be bogus, but the beasts are
magnificent. There are also a few more Goldsmiths’ Unicorn supporters.
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FEEDBACK The Midland Monsters by Dave Perks of Stambermill (not
Stamberwill, as printed) in the last issue were probably reduced too much. They were
a Chinese Dragon, Cockatrice, Harpy, Sea Lion, Heraldic Tyger and Griffin/Wyvern.
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The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Today is also the birthday of my daughter Keren, who, with her husband Mark, does
so much to make Dragonlore possible. Last year I was going to ask whether the
number of playing cards in a pack being equal to the number of weeks in a year was
a mere coincidence, or whether the four suits represent the four seasons. Any clues?
Saint John the Evangelist, whose
feast day falls on 27th December, was
treated in our issue No 67, and the
riddle of his identity was discussed.
In Leonardo’s painting of the Last
Supper he is shown sitting at the right
hand of Jesus, who has just
announced his coming betrayal.
Peter is shown leaning towards him
to ask, “Who does he mean?” while
Judas sits between them scowling. In
his excellent recent book, Leonardo
and the Last Supper (London, 2012),
Ross King convincingly demonstrates
that this youthful figure is indeed
John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” and not Mary Magdalene, as has been
suggested. Judas has been portrayed as an evil traitor, but I remember a piece by
Dorothy L.Sayers in which she argued that perhaps Judas has been misunderstood,
that he took the remark by Jesus about betrayal not as a prophecy but as an order, and
that he was faithfully carrying out what he believed Jesus had wanted of him so that
He could fulfil His task of the redemption of mankind. Hitherto, Gods had always
been immortal. Jesus was a God incarnated as a human so that He should experience
death. Judas nobly sacrificed his reputation so that this could come about, a truly
selfless deed. If Miss Sayers was right, then the way in which the Church has treated
Judas is not unlike the manner in which they converted an ancient nature spirit into
the embodiment of evil, the Dragon.
The elegant and unusual Centaur on the cover appeared in the Telegraph Magazine
for 14 December 2013, in the Horoscopes section. The lower part is not that of a
horse, it would seem, but a leopard, perhaps, or a wolfhound, something Persian or
the like to match his upper half. DAPHNE CHRISTOFOROU is written in tiny
letters up at one side, and if this is the name of the artist, she deserves our
congratulations.
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The Somerset Dragon No.26, December 2013 has
some lively Wyverns supporting the arms of Thomas
2nd Earl de Grey on his Wrest Park bookplate (right),
a Two-headed Eagle on another Wrest Park
bookplate, a red demi-dragon crest gracing the arms
of James Grinter, and a pair of red Griffins supporting
unofficial arms for the town of Frome (erroneously
identified as Somerset Dragons). And, of course,
their mast-head Dragon, now in an oval instead of a
shield to emphasise its status as an emblem and not a
coat of arms.
The Bookplate Journal, Autumn
2013 has a major article on German
and Austrian bookplates of the
sixteenth century with many fine
drawings of fabulous beasts including
Griffins, Unicorns, Styrian Panthers, a
Sealion (right) and a Mermaid. Also
shown on various English plates, are a
number of Wyverns of which these
splendid examples (far right) are from
C.W.Sherborn’s 1888 armorial
bookplate for Lord de Tabley.
Heraldry in Canada Vol 47 No 3-4, Year 2013 has
an article by Auguste Vachon on The Mermaid in
Canadian Heraldry and Lore illustrated with the
arms of a former Governor General of Canada,
Michaelle Jean, with a pair of Simbi supporters (the
Simbi is a water-spirit or mermaid from Haitian
culture - right), a Mermaid crest on the nineteenthcentury privy seal of Sir William O’Grady Haly, and
a Merman and a Mermaid supporting the arms of a
Nanaimo research institute granted in 2010.
The Coat of Arms No.225 Spring 2013 (but received 18th December) has three sets
of Unicorns, a black pair supporting the Heraldry Society’s arms, as usual, half a
dozen royal ones from seals and coins illustrating Adrian Ailes’ article on Silent
Ambassadors of the State, and nine pairs of Unicorn supporters of the Wrottesley
arms including one of a funeral hatchment in colour described in an article by Joseph
J. Gwara and Philip A. Hayden.
7

AND YET MORE

FABULOUS FRENCH FEATURES

First it was our Chancellor, now our Prime Minister cosying up to China, according
to The Week of 7th December 2013, which had this cartoon on the cover. Thanks
again to Leslie Hodgson. This Dragon seems far from friendly, but that might just be
show.
SNAP AND THE MORRIS MEN
We have seen Snap the Norwich Dragon
several times before, but never yet with the
Morris Dancers. This picture, taken from the
Eastern Daily Press of 18 October 2013 but
dating from the 2011 Festival, was used to
announce the Norwich Dragon Festival for
2014 (“Warming Up Winter”) to run from
10th to 23rd February, and was sent in by Phil
and Maria Hewitt from Mattishall. For our dozen Norfolk members, take note.
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Bernard Juby visited Sarlat, whose arms we saw
in No 152, and sent some souvenirs for us to see.
Top is a mural with a couple of curious creatures
(your guess is as good as mine), then a pavement
Salamander whose only flame comes from his
mouth (as he has forgotten he is supposed to be
resisting fire, not producing it) and finally the
town arms again, on the side of a house (perhaps
the Marie). Bernard also sent this cut from
Reitstrop which he came across while looking for
the owner of the arms on the embroidered cushion
we showed last time, which shows a pair of
monsters he thinks may be male Harpies on the
arms of Ancezune, Duke of Caderousse in the
province of Venaissin (right).
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AN ORIENTAL OFFERING

Roger Seabury visited China with some of his family and came back with a host of
photos, of which this is but a small selection. We have a traditional Dragon and Pearl
theme, a Phoenix, a Deer with animated antlers and a Lion’s Head door-knocker with
a Dragon on his bib.
MORE FROM THE ORIENT
Leslie Hodgson sent this page (opposite) from a book of World Flags, worth a look.
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