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Jim Winstanley SHA sent this striking example of his artwork. The Chimaera is one
of those creatures from ancient Greek mythology that I believe was probably the
outcome of some intellectual symbolism exemplifying abstract characteristics
typified by the Lion, the Goat and the Serpent, though a recent author (a materialist)
thought that it might have been derived from finding the bones of these three animals
all mixed up together as fossils. Which is the more likely?
Issued 23 April 2014 by Ralph Brocklebank, Orland, Church Avenue, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QS

Website:- www.dragonlore.co.uk E-mail:- ralph@dragonlore.co.uk

8

The Arms of Moscow interpreted by Carl-Alexander von Volborth

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Postal charges have risen again, very steeply for oversea destinations, and I would
ask any members who could get their copies off the web-site, where they appear
punctually in a form that can readily be downloaded into print, to consider whether
they might do so, and let me know. Any such would be greatly appreciated,
St George’s Day falls on 23rd April every year, a date also linked to William
Shakespeare and J.M.W.Turner, two of our greatest Englishmen, each in his own
field. The picture on the cover is from the book Fabelwesen der Heraldik, which
unfortunately never appeared in an English language edition, in spite of our best
endeavours. Obviously based on the legend of St George, it is officially described as
“Rider attacking a Monster.”
A Mediaeval St George Illustration (opposite)
This picture, from the Bolton Hours, c.1420-30, was sent in by Leslie Hodgson. It
shows St George spearing the Dragon watched by the princess with her pet dog on a
lead and her parents, the King and Queen, looking on from the safety of the castle
tower, all in accordance with tradition (though somewhat compressed), but there is
something odd about the spear. Instead of a pointed head, it seems to have a lump of
a brown mass that could be a piece of meat. I think this St George has found an
original way of dealing with the Dragon by luring him with a tasty morsel, so that
when the Dragon opens his mouth wide thinking he is in for a treat, St George thrusts
it down his throat, choking him to death One feels rather sorry for this far-fromfierce-looking beast..

Peter Giles sent this stylish silhouette of an Ormogriff, the
ancient totem of the Ormond Butlers in Ireland (my cousins)
and misleadingly called a “male Griffin” by English Heralds. It
is currently the emblem of the West Hill Park School at
Titchfield, Hampshire, and adorned the cover of an Order of
Service for Remembrance Day, 2013.
Philip Hickman sent a couple of pages from the Somerset
County Gazette with news of a Dragon Trail to be arranged in
Taunton Deane, to run from July to September 2014. The
picture (right) shows the artist, Tim Hobbis, with a model of
the Dragon, which will be made in 4 to 5ft high mouldings,
each to be decorated by a different artist and spread around the
county in Wellington, Wiveliscombe and such places, with the
object of raising money for charity. The Dragon was chosen as
the emblem that celebrates Taunton as the County Town.
Bernard Juby sent this splendid picture of King Alexander the
Great being carried aloft in a contraption harnessed to four
Griffins, then thought to be the most powerful of all flying
creatures. We have seen drawings of this exploit before, but
never yet in colour.

FOR COLLECTORS
Two new
gold coins
have
appeared on
the market,
one with St
George and
the other with
St Michael,
each with a
Dragon.
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A ZODIACAL MINOTAUR
The sign of Taurus is usually shown as a Bull, but here we
have two boys playing at the bull-fight, one of whom is a
Minotaur or dressed as one. The picture by Lauren
Mortimer is from the Telegraph Magazine’s Horoscope
page and is probably just a bit of fun. For more on the
Minotaur mystery, see No 46.
JOURNAL SCAN
Aspects of Heraldry No 28, 2014, has the Yehudi
Menuhin arms that we had on the cover of No 120 (with
comments on the Motto from Nicholas Williams in No
122), with its splendid Firebird supporters. In a series an
old county arms there are a few Martlets on Suffolk and
Sussex shields, a tiny red Dragon on Wiltshire’s and a
spritely Unicorn salient on that for Roxburghshire.
Finally there is this white Wyvern crest on the arms of Sir
William Fitzwaryn KG in a lively composition by Jim
Winstanley SHA.
The Somerset Dragon No 27, April 2014, has the Berkeley crest’s red Unicorn in
a couple of places and a green Cockatrice and a golden Martlet among the crests
above the arms of the third and last Duke of Buckingham
and Chandos. Then there is the Unicorn supporter of the
arms of the Duke of Somerset on a 19th century
bookplate.
The Norfolk Standard , April 2014, Special Paston
Edition, has the seated golden Griffin crest of the Pastons
in six versions (the best shown right), an orle of Martlets
on the Walcot shield, and much else of antiquarian
interest.
The New Zealand Armorist No. 130, Autumn 2014
(April) has not a single fabulous beast in it. The Stork,
featured in the arms of The Hague, though fabled, is a real
bird.
The Heraldic Craftsman No 85 April 2014, has several
delightful fabulous creatures in the extraordinary artwork of
Alexander Kurov, which will appear in a later issue.
CORRESPONDENCE
John Campbell-Kease sent an excerpt from the 15th edition
Encyclopaedia Britannica on the Ouroboros, in an unusual
two-headed version (right).
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DRAGON PASSAGE-GUARDIANS IN EDINBURGH

Leslie also sent this picture of a Dragon supporting a projecting storey on a building
at the entrance to the Esplanade in front of Edinburgh Castle (below left).
In No 94 we showed some line-drawings of Dragons decorating a passageway in
Edinburgh. These have recently been repainted , and Leslie Hodgson has captured
them on camera for us to see. First there is a general view of their location (above)
and then close-ups of each of the pairs (below and top of next page). All four are
different with the front pair more elaborate than the other (which were the ones that
we had drawn). Many thanks are due to Leslie for his diligence and generosity.

DRAGON LAMP-HOLDER

This fancy lamp-holder is one of
four decorating the front of a
restaurant in Cirencester. It shows
some oriental influence, but is a
delightfully original creation. We
are grateful to David Vaudrey,
who lives not far away, for spotting
this and sending us the picture
(right).
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