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Malcolm Skelding has received a grant of arms with this Heraldic Tyger as Crest.
The bezanty spots and the stainless steel ingot are for his working life spent in the
metal industry, and the resolute but caring nature of the legendary animal are
representative of the man himself. This version of the beast was painted by Fiona
Lukes, one of the artists at the College of Arms.

Issued 25 May 2014 by Ralph Brocklebank, Orland, Church Avenue, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QS

Website:- www.dragonlore.co.uk E-mail:- ralph@dragonlore.co.uk

8

Detail of a satellite photograph taken over Loch Ness

CORRESPONDENCE

The College of Dracology
for the Study of Fabulous Beasts

Saint Aldhelm was born in 640 AD, became the Abbot of Malmesbury around 675
and the Bishop of Sherborne in 705. He died in 709 and was buried in the Church of
Saint Michael at Malmesbury under the great window of the Archangel battling the
Dragon. His Feast Day falls on 25th May, and we treated him before in No 73 in
2006.
Spotted from space, is this mysterious shape the Loch Ness monster?
(Headline in the Daily Mail, 19th April 2014)
So, some say the picture on the cover represents an image of the fabled Loch Ness
Monster with its pair of fins or flippers on either side and a long wiggly tail.
Apparently experts have been poring over the picture for months since it was
opportunely noticed by somebody looking for something else, trying to decide what it
showed. They say it cannot be a boat, because there are other boats in the scene and
they look quite different. But boats come in many shapes and sizes. This object, they
figure, is about 100 feet long and appears to be just under the surface. Bearing in
mind that the picture was taken from a great altitude and the resolution is not very
sharp, I believe it shows a barge-like vessel with a bluff bow, making a considerable
bow-wave, a clear wash on each side and a straggly wake behind, the sort of craft that
may be a coaster or perhaps one that would be full of sight-seers anxious to view the
stunning scenery and just possibly hoping to catch a glimpse of the very Monster that
they are now said to be.

Leslie Hodgson has sent some marginal illustrations from mediaeval manuscripts
with beautifully represented fabulous beasts. First this delightful Dragon confronting
a Red Deer which clearly shows its serpentine origins – just imagine the surplus
wings and legs away. Why did the artists of the bestiaries put wings and legs on all
the snakes, not just on Dragons, “the largest of the serpents” as they called them?
Wingless snakes were labeled “worms.”

Next a cross-looking Griffin biting the bottom of a mailed figure who is at the same
time spearing it in the breast. The clue may lie in the horse at the side, being attacked
by a raven, because the Griffin had traditionally an aversion to horses and perhaps
had molested the rider’s mount, unseating him and leading in turn to his own spearing
while the wounded horse, with blood spurting from his neck, was left to the mercy of
the raven.

SOME FANCIFUL RUSSIAN ARMS
In our last issue we mentioned that The Heraldic Craftsman No 85 featured the
outstanding work of Alexander Kurov SHA, with nine achievements of which five
had fabulous creatures in them. We can now show details of these (opposite),
omitting the glorious mantling and crests. They are (1) an
armoured archer aiming at a Golden Dragon, for Zubkovski,
who also had a little Unicorn in his crest, (2) a male Harpy or
Königsadler playing at being a Phoenix, for Dmitry Murzin
(Russia), (3) a lady riding a Unicorn for Andreas Andersen
(Canada), and (4) an armoured Triton Sagittary for the family
Tarabrina. Finally there is a delightful little Greek Sphinx
(right) within the shield of arms of Dmitri Minchin. Kurov
shows both incredible technical skill and a high degree of
imagination, having designed these arms himself (no
controlling College of Arms for him to worry about).
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Third is a very curious Dragon, seemingly endless, and with an odd appendage,
possibly a penis but perhaps some kind of flower.

Last is a scene with a compound creature, maybe a variety of Harpy, the upper half a
warrior wielding a small shield and a large scimitar, while the lower could be a turkey
cock or something similar, apparently stalking a squirrel (red, of course, in those
days).
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JOURNAL SCAN
Flagmaster 150, April 2014 (came in May)
has a page showing the eight early
seventeenth century banners of the Imperial
Guards Brigade of the Manchu Bannermen,
responsible for guarding the Forbidden City in
Peking and bodyguard of the Imperial Family.
They all follow the design of the Yellow
General’s colours (right) with White, Red and
Blue variants, with the Colonel’s colours
being somewhat smaller with a blunt pointed
fly, in the same four colours. There is also a
picture of the flag of Veneto, one of the
twenty Regions of Italy, with the Winged
Lion of St Mark, similar to the flag of the old
independent Venetian Republic, which some
activists would like to restore to independence
from Italy, following similar movements in
Scotland and Catalonia.
Tak Tent No 63 Spring 2014 (also came in May) has a fine picture of Unicorn
Pursuivant along with the other Scottish Officers of Arms, all in their tabards, and a
complete set of the badges of all such Officers which include a Unicorn (himself), a
Unicorn’s head (Snawdoun Herald), a Salamander (Angus Herald), two Dragon’s
heads entwined (Orkney Herald) and a pair of Dolphins addorsed (Kintyre
Pursuivant).
The White Lion Society Newsletter
61, May 2014 has another of Roland
Symons’ superb heraldic charts, this
time showing the arms of all the
Bishops of Ely, three of whom had
Martlets in their arms.
Alexander Kurov is a craft member of the Society of Heraldic Arts, and has done a
great deal to restore respect for heraldry in his native Russia, although his imaginative
style goes far beyond traditional practice. His technical skill is also most remarkable
and his paintings, when seen in full, look quite three-dimensional, leaping off the
page as if you could grab them. Born in 1973 in Leningrad - now known again as St
Petersburg - he had a childhood passion for heraldry but had to wait until the collapse
of communism in Russia until he could make full use of his artistic skills in this
direction. With his childhood friend, Alexander Botsov, he created the first Russian
web site devoted to heraldic history and theory in 1999.

The Bookplate Journal, Spring
2014 (May) is always a good source
of fabulous beasts, and this issue has
9 Griffins, 6 Dragons, 2 Unicorns, 2
Two-headed Eagles, one each of a
Mermaid, a Sea-Pegasus and a Liver
Bird, as well as four versions of the
Triton or Merman of Gustav von
Numers, seen here (right) in a
bookplate by Ahti Hammar.
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Roger Barnes sent this version of the legendary bird, the herald of calmer days,
based on medieval manuscripts. According to the legend, every year in the
springtime there were Halcyon days, periods of very calm weather in the Black Sea
while the kingfisher was breeding on a floating nest. The kingfisher itself was
supposed to have resulted when Alcyone, the daughter of Aeolus, had thrown herself
into the sea in her grief when her husband Ceyx had been lost in a shipwreck, and
Zeus in his compassion had turned them both into these birds. I do not know whether
there are any kingfishers that build floating nests – our own colourful species is
strictly river-based, nesting in holes in the bank – but it is a numerous family spread
worldwide and stranger things are known in nature.
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Jim Winstanley SHA has sent another of his interpretations of traditional fabulous
beasts, this Heraldic Antelope being a typical Tudor concoction.
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